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Thanks Gerry!

erry LaPointe succeeded Ted Walker as the

tank installer representative to the Board in

January ofl QQ93. TheB oard elected Gerry its

chaiman in ianuary ofl QoL He first
i)ecame an ins\a”er inJuiy ofl Q89 after com pieﬁng an on-site
examination in Augusta under the watchful eye of the Board s
staff. Uniorhmateiy for us, Gerry left the B oard in Apriil Q95
to pursue a career as a saiety trainer for B urgess Associates in
Piymoutjn, /\/\aine.

Prior to i1i5 new roie witJn Burgess P\ssociates, Gerry
worked for VWebber Qll Co. as Technician in the Saiety and
Environmentai Niairs Division. in ii'\is roie, i\e pianne(i tanie
yanies and superviseti remedial actions. He also provi&eri saiety
education for VWebber em pioyees, and served on Webber Qll's
emergency response team .

Gerry also holds the rank oFPetty Ohficer First Class
in the US . Coast Guard reserve. When he is on active (iuty
in tiie Goast Guarci, iie's responsii)ie for respon(iing to an(i
investigating water poiiuﬁon incidents, coortiinating ciean-up
operaﬁons,ciocum enting case situations, conciucﬁng training

sessions in reiated sui)jects, an(i m arine iaciiity inspecﬁons.

Prior to i1i5 woria atWei)i)er, Gerry was an officer
witiq tiie N\ainesmte Poiice. Wi‘iiie tJnere,i*ie serveci as

hazardous m aterials coordinator and expiosive ordinance
(iisposai officer. He also was the liaison the state |egis|ature on
hazardous m aterials issues with em Pi“laSiS on transportation and
saiety related matters and a principie in the state’s hazardous
materials enforcem entcieveiopmentprogram funded i)y the U.S
Deparirn entoiTranspor\aﬁon. Beiore i1i5 S fate Poiice woria,
Gerry served with the US. )A\rmy as a nuclear weapons
speciaiist.

In addition to gra(iuaﬁng from Maine’s Police
Acaciemy, Gerry stu(iie(i (an(i continues to stuciy) vocaﬁonai
and occupaﬁonai education at the University of Southem
Maine. Hes also compieted awide variety of stand alone
educational course work.

Gerry lives inBangorwiﬂw his wife Gwen. When he’s
notworiaing, Gerry |iizes to cam p,iisiL i1unt cross-country siei.
He also serves as a volunteer fire iigiiterwitjn the Ham p(ien Fire
Deparim ent,asamem i)er of ii'\e i:ire Science Crait Gomm ittee
and Eastern Maine T echnical Co”ege, and as amember of the
AmericanRed Cross Health and Saiety Committee.
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Your Fellow Installers
Want You

stute readers of this newsletter will gatiwer from
the B oard Bio elsewhere in the newsletter that
there is now an opening for the tank installer
representative on the B oard of Unciergroun(i
Storage Tark Installers. An appointee would com piete the
unexpireci term of Gerry i_ai)ointe,wiiicii runs unﬁi Decem i)er
3,1 Q95. The appointee would then be eiigii)ie for an addition
two ) three (3) year terms.
Allmembers of the B oard of Un:iergrounci S torage
Taniz ins\a”ers are appointed i)y ii'\e Govemor, anfi any cerﬁiieci
installer is eiigii)ie for this position. Please contact the
Governors (fice iiyou are interested. Ti‘iey will be able to
tell you whatinfom ation tiiey need from you and giveyou an

estmate as to when ii'*iey may decide on the position. The

a(iciress is" Qiice of fJﬁe Govemor, N\aine Execuﬁve Oiice
()A\Ppoinim ents), S tate House S tationl , Augus‘\a, /\/\E
0u333. The teiepi'\one numberis2 07 £87-353 .

TheBoard meetsmore or lessm ontjniy, usua”y on the
third i:ri(iay of themonth. Mostm eetings last abouta half a
tiay, butcan be |ongerciepenciing upon the agen&a. Before each
meeting there is usua”y a paciaetoiiniorm ation for the B oard

members to review .
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Training Opportunities

uite a bitof training activity and approvals
occurred since &w |a5tnew5|etter.
UnForhmate|y,m ostoF t}w sessions have
come and gone. (Theremustbe a better way
to coordinate newsletters with upcoming courses.) Q‘lgoing
programs approvecJ l)y the B card which will offer programsin
the near future are sponsored BySa{eTech Consulmnts, Inc.
(SOOSouﬂqborougL\ Drive,Souﬂq 'Porﬂancl, ME ou 06;
207 /773-5753) and B urgess P\ssociates, Inc. (‘R t 7,B oxl2G;
‘Plym outJn, ME ouQ6Q;207 é57-2723). Both fims offer:
()auohour GSHA Hathopper Course approved Ey
the B oard for eight (8) credithours, and ) an eight (8) hour
G5 HA annual refresher approvecl l)y the B card for wo 0)
credithours. VWhile an exact schedule for theBurgess
P\ssociates courses is unknown,Sa{eTeck wi” offer 8 hour
refreshers on]une Q,Iuly] 3, Augustl 0, and ﬂqroughout the
fall. The next 40 hour course offered L}ySa{eTech is ]une] 2-
16.
The courses thatwere approved Buta|reac}y held
included:
) "SaFet/ Training for the Purging of USTs" was
co-sponsored Ey the DEP and the Maine Qll
Dealers. This was held Fel)ruary 23atthe
Augusm Civic Center, and had a gooc]
turnoutfrom installers. Installers who attended
received four (1) credithours of continuing
education from the Board.
* APetroleum 'Equipm ent ] rade Show and
Seminar" was sponsored Ey Gould Equipment
and held in Lewiston on Marchl 4,1 995.
Two @) hours creditwas given for this ogering.
Al program sponsors are asked to mail notices to all
certified installers and rem overs prior to their programs. [{you
(Ji(J nothear aBout t]'1ese courses, yourm ailing achJress may Ee
wrong in our files. Please contact the B oard’s staff or secrefary
087264) i{you think our records oFyour addressm ay be out
of date.
In addition to the general oFFerings for all installers,
several individual com panies received credit for in-house training

and individual installers received credit for courses they attended

on their own. Vebber Ql received creditfor in-house
CSHA oﬁerings of 40 and 214 hour Hathopper courses
(8 hours for the LOhour course and 5 hours for the 2 hour
course) as well as an 8 hour annual refresher @ hours continuing
education creditwas given). DeadRiver Co. employees also
received two ) hours creditfor an in house annual 8 hour
saFety refresher. Ohe installer received four (1) hours credit for

attending a course in corrosion resistant coatings offered By the

National )Ausociation of Corrosion Engineers (NACE),
while another received wo @) hours creditfor an Cb HA
saFety refresher he attended on his own.

Un{ormnately, t}m B oach can't accrec]iteveryi%ing,
and had to Jeny creditfor a few courses thatit did not feel
parﬁcularly gemane to undergrounc] tank installation and

rem oval. Tl“lOSE ihClLICJECJ one course in aspestos rem oval, one

Am erican Red Cross S tan&ar& First )A\n:J course, ancJ one
AmericanRed Gross CPR course.

The Case of the
Erratic Electrolyte

athodic protection m onitoring sometim es feels
|ike (Jetech've work. Recendy, [ gota request
to visita site where folks were having
prol)|emswitjn a cadﬂotjica”y protected tank
notm eeting the -0.85m Vcriterion. | wentout, and sure
enough, the reading waslow. O, more exacdy, the rea&ing
was nonexistent.
Two &mughts immecliately came tomin&. First, tJnis

was a double-walled tank with a continuous interstitial space

monitor. Comm only,we ﬁn& such m onitors not com pletely
elechica”y isolated from &w tank. ]t&oesn t take m uch,justa part
of the prol)e touching the side of them onitoring well often causes a
proHem . The second ﬂqeory involved the nature of the backfill and
surrounJing soil. We were located in a sand and grave| aqui{er with
very inert, (er sand and a very low grounc] water table. Perhaps the
elecholyte was too "dead” and to chy to generate a rea(Jing. As the
cJay closec],we conﬁnued to scratch our heacls.

The nextm orning fourd us waiting fora National
Association of Corrosion Engineers (NACE) certified technician
to skow up anc] help us Figure itout. ]n the meantime, one of &w
folks &mughtitwould bea gooc] idea to chg outaround the anode
on one end of the tank more, in case we had to gocJown in and
inspect. Shorﬂy, &1e {e”ow arrived anc] hookec] up his voltmeter -
and gota reachng of 415m V.

By this tim e our heads were starting to bleed from the
conﬁnued, anc] more assertive, heac] scratching t}mtwe'c] l)een cJoing.
AFter a”, t]'1is tank hac] L}een indepenclendy m onitoretJ, l)y atleast
two cligerentpeople, on atleast wo diﬁerentoccasions,wit%in two
cJays. Annualm onitoring records for the pasttwo or three years
also indicated the tank had notm et cathodic protection criteria. At
|east &wee (Jiﬂ’-erentpeople had kookec] volim eters up to t]'1is tank,
and none of them gotgood readings. [tcouldn'tbe us, could it?

Sowe had to step back and consider whathad happenecl.
The on|y tJning thathad changed between the ot}wr, poor reatJings
and the current, goocJ reacling was that excavation had occurred on
one end of the tank. Looking from thatencl,we saw am ajor power
line and transfomn e dﬁatsupplied power to the
See «E/eciro/yfze J Page 4

{acility, an incJushiaI site. Looking out from ﬂwe otJ'\er enc] of &1e
tank,we saw a storage area for |arge quantities of steel. To confim
our suspicions, we examined the anodes on each end of the tank.
Tke one closest to dﬁe transForm er showec} no tJegratJaﬁon ata”,
while the anode farthest from the transfomn er showed signiﬁcant

corrosion. -”12 answer appearec] to l)e stray current.

The NACE technician advised us to attach a new anode
to the far end of the tank and backfill with new backfill. If that
chan'twork, try putﬁng a skeetoF nonconducﬁvem aterial in t}w
grounc] in between the transfom ers and the tank to hope{u”y
rechrect t}w stray current. While ] had to |eave, a suhsequendy hearc]
that the new backfil appearecl to be working; the anodes were now

generating an electric potenh'al.

What!| learned, or rather releamed, from this experience was the
need to take the whole site in consideration when acJtJressing a
prouem .

/in Hynson,Sfa/Tbo BUST/
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Enforcement Update

he B oard fined one installer a total of $ 500
for three violations at one installation of an
undergrounv:J motor fuel tank atam arkeﬁng
and distibution Facility. The installer failed to
proper|y install a check valve undemeath the suction pumps
from a com parm en‘m|izec] tank (violaﬁng 06-096 C/\AR c.
64 Sec.S.A.S.a and Appendix E,para7 of thel Q87
uncJergrouncJ tank regulaﬁons). Since the check valves were
insta”ed 'mmec]iately al)ove the tank, t]'1e system would notbe
able to detecta leak in the piping from the {acility. This one
violation com prised $800of the penalty. In ac]cliﬁon, the
installer failed to ensure electrical isolation between the
cathoc]ica”y protectecJ steel tank and them onitoring system
(violaﬁng 06-096 C/\/\R c.6GQ Sec. 5.A2 b.and App4 D,
para 3 of thel 987 regulaﬁons and resulﬁng in a $500 civil
penalty). Fina”y, dﬂe cathoclic protech'on m onitoring Iea&s at
the Facility were not labeled such thatitwas 'mpossible to tell
which lead was connected to which caﬂwo&ica”y protectecJ
stucture. | his resulted in a $2 00 civil penalty. The installer
was offered an opportunity fora hearing but failed to respond.

Four instances o{skortdrop tubes (violations of 06-
096 CN\R c.ll BS.A) were dismissed once the B oard found
t]qey had been repaired. Che com plainto{ im proper
uncJergroun(J piping atan above grounc] Facility was also
dismissed once the B oard determined that the complaintwas
untrue.

Cne installer resolved two violations of registration
lawsina ConsentAgreem ent. He agreec] to pay a civil
penalty of $250for installation of an unregisterecJ Facility (38
/\/\RSASec. 5631 A) and failure to submit certification of
proper installation (38 MRSASec. 563.8) at the same
{acility.

IA\no&wr installer resolved a com plaintinvolving failure
P 9

to reporta Aischarge ina ConsentAgreem ent, l)y agreeing to a

warning l)eing placed in his file. The incidentwas com plicatecJ
By its occurring on a shutdown cJay and the installer attempting
to contact DEP some o&wrway other than the toll free
number (see "VWho Y ou Gonna Gall” in the last newsletter).

Fina”y, one ins\a”erwho {ailed to complete &12

required continuing education received a sixmonth prohaﬁon in

or(Jer to com |ete ﬂqe et]ucaﬁon.
P

Help Needed to
Update Exams

The pastcoup|e oFyears included a Hurry of up&ates to the
references used for the certification exam s for undergroun& tank
installers and removers. The Petroleum Equipm entInstitute revised
its "Recommended Practices for Installation of Undergroun& LiquicJ
SinrageSystems" RP100) to al Q9L edition. The National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) up&amd its oil Eurning equipment
code inl 9 (NFPA3 ),an& its flamm able |iqui& storage codes
(NFPA30and 30A) inl 993. Fiberglass piping installation
instructions were up&amd inl QQ3, and Fi[)erg|ass tank installation
instructions inl 995. Jacketed tanks and flexible piping are tota”y
new techno|ogies, notpreviously covered in our exams.

So,iis now tim e once again to |ook at tJﬁe poo| quuesh‘ons
used on our exams and m ake sure tl'ley relate well to the new and
up&amd references. There isafirstcutatnew anci revised questions,
butabout five installers are needed to be on a volunteer committee
to see if these new and revised questions pass the straig|'1t¥ace test.
”you are intereste&, p|ease give]in Hynson acallat287263 .
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Story ldeas Wanted

ou’ll note this newsletter is
a little thin. We wanted
you to have as much notice

as we could regarding the
opening on the Board, so we had to go
without the technical articles usually
found in the newsletter.

While there’s a couple of articles in
the works, we’re always in the market
for your ideas as to what ought to be in
the newsletter. Please, please call us if
there’s a topic you’d like to see covered
here.

To the folks who are working on
articles now and wonder why they’re
bothering if this edition is going out,
never fear. We still want to use your
work; we’re just in a hurry right now.
Please forgive us, but keep working on
your papers.

G

|Fyou have any questions of a technical or
regu]atory nature t}1atyou wish to have

answered in this newsletter, P lease direct them

to)m Hynson,Boarc] of Underground
StorageTanlrz |nsta”ers, ¢ /o Maine

Departm ent of Envir onm en ta] Protection ,

State House Station 17, IA\ugusta, ME
ou333. O call207 £87265 .

Electrolyte, from Page 2
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